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Don’t Miss This!

We are pleased to announce that Curt Cloninger will be performing live at Faith Covenant
Church on Sunday, May 2, at 6:30 p.m.

“If I had known in advance how incredible this guy is, | would have invited ten people to his
show!” That’'s a common audience response after seeing one of Curt Cloninger’s
performances. It's been said of Curt: “He’s a hundred people, all rolled into one, but each of
them revealing the love of God in a fresh new way.” His is more than just great theatre. It's
theatre with a lasting impression.

Curt Cloninger is an actor, writer, storyteller and genuinely talented guy who has been
performing his unique brand of solo theatre for over 25 years. He’s performed in some
unlikely places: in the Georgia Dome for 30,000 people, standing on top of a stool in the
commons at U.C. Berkeley and in every imaginable theatre and church setting. Since 1993
he has also been an Artist in Residence at the Perimeter Church in suburban Atlanta,
Georgia.

His performances have an intimacy which pulls people into the stories. He commonly hears
from people who tell him that his stories are still impacting their lives, years after seeing a
performance. Curt’'s performances make people laugh, and cry and
examine what they believe about life. And while they’re laughing,
they’re also getting a refreshing and new perspective on God’s great
story of love. Curt’s work is more than brilliant theatre — it's theatre
with a lasting impression.

"Curt and | share a love of fresh glimpses of Christ. Curt has been
giving many for years."
-- Max Lucado, author

"Watching Curt Cloninger in action is something to behold. He has
the power to hold a crowd in the palm of his hand. Most wonderfully,
he uses that power to lead them to Jesus, in very entertaining and
imaginative ways. A great talent for the Kingdom."

-- Philip Yancey, author




Milestones

Quite unexpectedly, this third week of April has proved
to be one of the highlights of my life. My oldest son, Miles,
turned four on the 18th. It was a day he was anticipating,
because after his birthday, his grandparents would be
coming to spend a week with him. | was looking forward to
the milestone for another reason.

Miles and I like riding bikes. During the past couple
months it became increasingly clear to me that Miles did
not need the training wheels on his. Their primary role was
that of a cumbersome kickstand -- they kept his bike
vertical when it was stationary. When Miles was riding, the
training wheels were a non-factor. Like Dumbo’s feather,
their contribution was primarily psychological. Sometime in
early March, | asked if we could take them off. He instantly
protested, so | suggested that we remove them when he
turns four. He liked this idea; it was so distant to his three-year-old mind that it was not even risky.
Naturally, his balance continued to improve as his birthday approached. | would regularly ask him if we
could try it once without the trainers. His response was always, “When | turn four, Dad.” | think | was more
eager for this, his fourth birthday, than | ever was any of my own.

On the morning of his birthday, he announced to Karen as a matter of fact that this was the day he
would remove his training wheels. Later that day, we did. And | haven't stop smiling since. | never
doubted that he would stay upright while in motion, but | never dreamed he would be so proficient at
starting and stopping. | anticipated skinned palms and bruised egos, pep talks and bribes, and several
weeks of pushing him through soft grassy fields. Instead, in a matter of minutes, he was cruising up and
down the street in front of our house. | would love to take credit for his success; but | am simply baffled by
the ease of the transition. | am as proud as a father can possibly be, and humbled by the recognition of my
role in the process.

Many parents in this church are going to find themselves in a similar place in coming weeks. Their
child will be marching to “Pomp and Circumstance” and throwing their cap into the air. For some, this next
year will be full of skinned palms and bruised egos, pep talks and bribes. Others will simply marvel at how
their child was in fact prepared for this step. Graduation is a thrilling milestone. The next phase of life will
be unnaturally easy for some; for others, it will be exceedingly difficult. For all, we need to remember this:
graduation is a conclusion to high school; it is not an ending to participation in church and especially not an
ending to parents as the primary spiritual mentor in their child’s life. Parents, your graduate needs your
accountability, they need the tough questions now, more than ever.

Miles has new freedom without the training wheels -- he is braver and faster, and frankly, has an even
greater risk of serious, serious injury. More than ever, Miles needs my encouragement to be aware of his
surroundings, to be cautious at intersection and conscientious of pedestrians. He will not ask for this input
— he’d rather ride off and leave me behind. However, for the sake of his future and his life, | will impose
this guidance. While | celebrate this milestone, | will not neglect my responsibility in coming years.

Scripture is clear; parents, we are the primary disciple-maker of our children. Deuteronomy 4:5-7 and
20-21 says, Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
These commandments that | give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up... In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws
the LORD our God has commanded you?’ tell them: ‘We were slaves [to sin], but the LORD [rescued us]
with a mighty hand.’

Pastor Cralg
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SonQuest Rainforest ... VBS July 5-9 ... Registration begins May 2!

This summer bring your kids to SonQuest Rainforest VBS—an experience of discovery
they’ll never forget! At SonQuest we’ll be entering a world of amazing things as we travel to be a
upriver to discover this abundant rainforest! Best of all, SonQuest will take your kids beyond

Volunteer!
what they can explore with their senses to discover a living spiritual relationship with Jesus.
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Shawls for Our Sisters

YOUR help is needed in preparing
some very special worship materials!
Prayer shawls are needed to use
during worship at Triennial X1l (July
22-25 in Washington, DC) , and they \\
are looking for women in Covenant
churches to create them. Do you knit
or crochet — can you provide a prayer
shawl?

Here are the general guidelines:

e the shawls can be knitted, crocheted or woven.

e the shawl provider is to donate the yarn, shawl, and the cost
of shipping the shawl to the clearing house.

e yarn should be lighter weight yarn -- sport, DK, sock, or lace
weight yarn. Fabric should be light weight; think "summer
weight" for the hot, muggy DC summer weather.

e yarn or fabric that requires special care (hand washing,
drying flat, etc.) is permissible, as long as a tag with care
instructions is included, tied or pinned onto the shawl.

e shawls can be "fancier" than everyday.

e shawls should be our "best, most creative" work.

e any feminine colors are acceptable.

e embellishing the shawl with beads, sequins, or other
ornamentation is perfectly fine.

e atag with the name of the woman who made it, the name of
her church, and its city and state should be tied or pinned
onto each shawl.

e shawls should be sent in "finished" -- meaning that all
blocking, weaving in of ends, and finishing are completed.

e a church may wish to make a shawl as a group project - with
several people knitting or crocheting on it.

o all shawls need to be sent in to the "clearing house" by June
1, 2010 so they may be shipped to Triennial in plenty of time.
The Crafty Angels of Edgebrook Covenant Church in
Chicago will be serving as the clearing house for incoming
shawls. Photos of them will be taken to put up on the Crafty
Angels' blog at http://www.crafty-angels.blogspot.com

e The shawls are to be sent to:

Rev. Christine Pokorny
Crafty Angels

Edgebrook Covenant Church
6355 N. Spokane Ave.
Chicago, IL 60646

At the close of Triennial XIlI, the shawls will be presented to
special women attending the conference. Do you have
questions? E-mail Christine at info@centralconf.org or reach her
at 773-267-3060.
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Directory Update

Gertrude Burke, 947-0040
Bon Secours Maria Manor #133A
10300 4th St. N.

St. Petersburg, FL 33716

All-Church Picnic

The Fellowship Committee is kick-
ing off the summer with a picnic at the
church on Sunday, May 23, from 4-7
p.m. The church is providing hot dogs,
chips and beverages and you bring a
dessert or salad to share. Come enjoy
lots of games, fun and friendship!

Pryme Tymers Calendar

9 a.m., Tuesday, May 4th, Break-
fast at Denny’s on 34th St. N.
10 a.m., Tuesday, May 11, Bible
Study at the church

% 4 p.m., Tuesday, May 18. Meet
visiting missionaries Paul and
Sheryl Noren at a covered dish din-
ner at the home of Dave and Joyce
Sperry, 16 Island Drive, Treasure
Island. Meet at the church at 3:15
if you need a ride.

% 10 a.m., Tuesday, May 25th, Bible
Study at the church

Rainforest VBS!

Vacation Bible School will be held

July 5th-9th, 9:00 a.m.- ST
12:15 p.m., this summer. ——
The grand finale closing

program will be held that

Friday at 7:00 p.m. and a
celebratory all-church pool

party at Fossil Park will be
4:30-6:30 p.m. on the following Sun-
day, July 11th.

Registration for the SonQuest
Rainforest VBS begins May 2nd. Lots
of volunteers are needed in many ca-
pacities, so be praying as to how God
might use you — as a teacher, a
helper, with advance preparations or
daily clean up. You are needed!



Missional Moments
Joe Narvaez

D&D Missionary Homes, Inc.: This non-denominational
Christian ministry is located in the Lealman area of St. Petersburg.
Started in 1949, they are in their 61st year. God has blessed this
ministry, which has grown from a single two-room cabin to 52 homes,
fully furnished and nicely equipped, plus several other buildings on a
seven-acre campus.

The homes are available to active, Bible-believing foreign
missionary families for up to 12 months while they are on deputation,
home on leave or furlough, or in their first year of retirement.

Comments from recent missionary guests, a family ministering to
France, were “We love it here — the staff, the atmosphere, the quiet,
the weather...thank you so much for this valuable ministry.”

Carrington Nursing Home: | would like to thank the talented
ladies of the Thursday morning Bible study. These ladies have
recently created 24 Easter cards for distribution at the Carrington
Nursing Home. They have also in the past provided Christmas cards
and Valentine cards. God bless you! Never forget “God blesses us
so that we can be a blessing to others.”

Joe’s Clothes: Continued thanks to all the FCC faithful who
have provided clothing for D&D Missionary Homes to distribute to the
missionary families staying with them.

Haven of Rest Rescue Mission: Thanks to all who have brought
canned goods, dry goods and anything else that doesn’t require
refrigeration on the second Sunday of the month. Some Covenanters
have provided cash, which | converted to food items from WalMart.
Reverend Lionel, Executive Director of the mission has really
appreciated your efforts.

Good News Jail and Prison Ministry: Please help me collect
good, used Bibles (all translations). Please bring the Bibles to church
on the second Sunday of the month and place them in the trunk of my
car!

Pregnancy Center and Good Samaritan Mission: Both of
these ministries have recently benefited from our collection of items.
The Pregnancy Center was given a pair of crutches, an aluminum
walker and a blood pressure kit. In April, we also received a Spanish
Bible and a handful of children’s stories written in Spanish and
English.

Sunday Stats
Date Attendance Gergirsilnl;und Bl'J:iLIJ(rj]Lng Deé:?/?r?éed
March 21 290 8,983 325 45
March 28 310 7,307 455 60
April 4 464 16,935 275 1,575
April 11 305 4,468 165 2,521

Dates to
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

Diana Logue
Cheryl Massey
Patricia Carlson
Alex Tallman
Barbara Bowman
Deirdre Banks
Elizabeth Mostellar
Sharon Peterson
Joe Narvaez =
Jack Main U
Colton Willever
Henry Fraze
Holliday Lisowski
Jim Nash

lan Gross

Desiree Willever
Leiah Chadwick
Phyllis Smith
Kaylee Mostellar
Jan Osburn

Rick Vasbinder
Harriet “Hat” Doran
Fernando Zayas

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

1
7
8
12
13
16
17
17

18

19
24
26
28
30

Dale & Bernice Willever (1999)
Fernando & Pat Zayas (1988)
Tim & Jean Bowman (1981)
Dan & Silvia Leeper (1990)
Ray & Marilou Keener (1973)
Ryan & Avril Osburn (1998)
Jerry & Jane Brown (1969)
Ralph & Louise Hoffman
(1941)

Rick & Leslie Vasbhinder
(1985)

Nancy & Craig Bostock (1991)
Drew & Diana Logue (1997)
Mike & Dawn Davis (1979)
Paul & Jill Hill (1983)

Bryan & Michelle Tallman
(1998)

If your anniversary or birthday isn't
listed, please let us know so we can
include your special dates in the future!



Missionary Visit

Paul and Sheryl Noren will be here with us at Faith Covenant on
Sunday, May 16th. The Norens were commissioned as career
missionaries by the Department of World Mission of the Evangelical
Covenant Church in 1989. Previously, they had worked for 10 years in
Zaire, now Congo, in cooperation with the Paul Carlson Medical Program.

During their most recent term, Paul and Sheryl served in Yaounde,
Cameroon as host parents for 12 teenagers attending the Rain Forest

International School, while the students’ parents served as missionaries in

Cameroon, Chad, Central African Republic, Gabon and Equatorial
Guinea.

The Norens are excited about returning to Congo, where they will
work in partnership with the Congolese Church. Paul will serve in the
areas of development and agriculture while Sheryl will be involved with
medical supply services and ministries for women and children.

Kentucky Mission Trip

Over the past couple of years Jane Lenhart has gone to Kentucky on
a dental mission trip to the Kentucky Mountain Mission, near Beattyville,
Kentucky. Jane goes to treat people with dental problems and teach
them about basic dental hygiene. | always thought this a great thing to do
and that | would love to participate. This year | decided to try to go with
her, although | am not in the dental field. Jane mentioned to Diana Smith,
the program coordinator, that | am a seamstress and then she e-mailed
me to say that the boys cabins needed curtains - 18 windows! | was
amazed.

We flew to Lexington, then had a car drive of 1 1/2 hours into the
mountains east of Lexington, where there is no work, no cell phones,
nothing. We arrived on Friday afternoon, claimed our bunk bed sleeping
quarters, and then had an evening meal, after which everyone either
helped set up or went for a walk. Jane started to work on a patient and |
started cutting out the panels for the curtains. Over the weekend |
completed all 18 pairs of curtains, with the help of one or two people who
came and went as they had time. | even found time to make a cape for a
young public school teacher who teaches special needs children how to
read.

Although our trip was hard work and we both fell into bed by 9:30
each evening, | found the experience wonderful and am very grateful to
Faith Covenant Church for the chance to serve the people in Kentucky in
this way. Thank you! ~ Sue Elliott

It was just a delight to have Sue join us this year at the KMM. We had
great times of sharing while traveling, especially enjoying the rocking
chairs at the Charlotte, NC airport in between flights. Although Sue didn't
have experience with the dental part of the mission, she did help with
cleaning dental units in between patients (only after she finished all those
curtains!)

Since we had only two dentists and two hygienists serving in the
dental mission this year, we saw less than half of the patients compared
to previous years. The people of this remote mountain area have huge
dental needs, very little income, and they are very appreciative when we
come. Not only did they receive free dental care, but they also heard the
Good News of Jesus Christ. That's the best part! The spiritual seeds
were planted with their souls in mind. Praise God!

Thank you, Faith Covenant, for being part of this mission with your
prayers and support and we give God the Glory for hearts turned towards
Him! ~ Jane Lenhart

Faith Focus

If you give a mom a muffin,
She'll want a cup of coffee to go with it
She'll pour herself some
Her 3-year-old will spill the coffee
She'll wipe it up
Wiping the floor, she'll find dirty socks.
She'll remember she has to do laundry
When she puts the laundry in the
washer
She'll trip over some boots and bump
into the freezer
Bumping into the freezer will remind
her
She has to plan for supper
She will get out a pound of hamburger.
She'll look for her cookbook
("101 Things to do with a pound of
hamburger")
The cookbook is under a pile of mail
She will see the phone bill which is due
tomorrow
She will look for her checkbook
The checkbook is in her purse
that is being dumped out by her 2-year-
old
She'll smell something funny
She'll change her 2-year-old's diaper
While she is changing the diaper, the
phone will ring
She'll remember she wants to phone a
friend for coffee
Thinking of coffee will remind her
that she was going to have a cup
And chances are...if she has a cup of
coffee
Her kids will have eaten the muffin that
went with it.

Author Unknown
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Sun Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat
1
SEC Annual Meeting in
Tavares, FL
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:30 & 11 a.m., Worship; 9 a.m., PTs B'fast at 5:30 p.m., Picnic in Nat'l Day of Prayer 9 a.m. Walk for Life;
9:45 a.m., Sun. Sch.; Denny’s on 34th St. N.; | the Park; 6:15 a.m., Men’s Bible Study;
4 p.m., Jr. Puppets; 7 p.m., HS Youth Group | 6:15 Kids Choir; 9:15, Women'’s Bible Study & 2 p.m., Ladies’ Tea
5 p.m., Sr. Puppets 6:30, Elem. Midway; Brunch; < -
6:30 p.m., Curt Cloninger Middle School Youth;
Event RLC;
8:15 p.m., Worship -
Team practice @;
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Happy Mother's Day! 10 a.m., PTs Bible 5:30 p.m., Picnic in 6:15 a.m., Men’s Bible Study; 8 a.m., Men & Boys’
8:30 & 11 a.m., Worship; Study; the Park; 9:15, Women’s Bible Study; Breakfast for a Buck
9:45 a.m., Sun. Sch,; 7 p.m., HS Youth 6:15 Kids Choir;
2 p.m., Carrington Nursing Group; Fraze Sm. Group | 6:30, Elem. Midway;
Home visit Middle School Youth;
RLC; June Newsletter
“Joe’s Clothes, Food & 8:15 p.m., Worship Deadline
Bibles” Collected Team practice
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Paul & Sheryl Noren here 4 p.m., PTs dinner with | 5:30 p.m., Picnic in 6:15 a.m., Men’s Bible Study; 1 p.m., Rescue
8:30 & 11 a.m., Worship; the Norens at Dave & the Park; 9:15, Women'’s Bible Study & Mission Visit
9:45 a.m., Sun. Sch,; Joyce Sperry’s; 6:15 Kids Choir; Bandage Rolling;
4 p.m., Jr. Puppets; 6:30 p.m., Council 6:30, Elem. Midway;
5 p.m., Sr. Puppets 7 p.m., HS Youth Group | Middle School Youth;
RLC;
8:15 p.m., Worship
Team practice
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Bloodmobile Here 10 a.m., PTs Bible 5:30 p.m., Picnic in 6:15 a.m., Men’s Bible Study;
8:30 & 11 a.m., Worship; Study; the Park; 9:15, Women'’s Bible Study;
9:45 a.m., Sun. Sch.; 7 p.m., HS Youth 6:30, Ramsey
4-7 p.m., Picnic Group; Fraze Sm. Group | Financial Peace Class;
~ (o8 8:15 p.m., Worship
Team practice
30 31
8:30 & 11 a.m., Worship; Memorial Day

9:45 a.m., Sun. Sch.;
4 p.m., Ir. Puppets;
5 p.m., Sr. Puppets

"Motherhood is like Albania-- you can't trust the
descriptions in the books; you have to go there."
~ Marni Jackson
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BSF Registration for New Study

Introduction classes for Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) will
be held the first two Mondays and Wednesdays in May. They
are finishing the study of John through May and will commence
a brand-new study of Isaiah in September! Come and register
now to ensure you are placed in a class for the fall. (Waiting list
possible.)

e Paula Wright (526-6264 or email
mklady@knology.net) regarding Women's ik
Wednesday St. Petersburg day class ‘fﬂ -

e Mary Duffy (733-3672) regarding Women's S
Clearwater Monday Evening Class.

e Ira Pearson (823-1322) regarding Men's St.
Petersburg Monday Evening Class with
school-age program for children grades 1-12

BSF is an international, interdenominational Bible study
which purposes to teach the Bible to help men, women and
children develop a vibrant relationship with God as well as a
love for and application of His Word.



