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Another Year is Dawning

Okay, this is the year...

I'm going to lose all those pounds that I've worked so hard
to put on.

I'm going to keep my desk clean and prepare my taxes
well in advance of April 15.

I'm going to read more and exercise more so that I have
less stress.

I'm going to be a better husband, father and pastor and
friend.

I'm going to create less garbage and conserve more fuel;
spend more quiet time and spend less money... whew!

I’m exhausted just thinking about all the ways that I’d like to do better next year.

Certainly, there are areas of our lives that we must always be seeking to improve, fix, renew and start
over. If we make New Years resolutions but are not willing to back up our good intentions with a plan
for success what good are they?

The Bible gives us important guidelines for making and keeping resolutions.

Be Decisive — Jesus tells us in the Sermon on the Mount to avoid resolutions and oaths that we cannot
keep. He instructs us to simply, “Let your yes be yes and no be no.” Taking an oath before God that
we cannot or will not keep is very serious matter. Choose carefully what you resolve to do. The
highest objective is not just to improve your life but to give God glory.

Be Disciplined — Be wise and understand where the true source of all positive change comes from.
Proverbs 1:7 says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and
discipline.” When we submit ourselves to God daily, the discipline for personal change is easier to
find and apply.

Be Deliberate — Act only on plans that help you to be more like Jesus. God’s desire for you and me is not
to merely be skinny or tidy but to be righteous and to do good works as he leads us. The Apostle Paul
says in 2 Timothy, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. It is
God’s way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to do.”
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The Children’s Ministry Corner Parenting Insights
By Jan Osburn

These age-level insights from 1! $ %
% & track how young Christians’ thoughts and
questions change over time.

How to Handle Doubt & Questions

Ages 3 to 5
Older preschoolers begin to ask “why?” and “how?”
Miracles, symbolism, and God’s nonphysical nature
are often confusing for kids this age. Answer their
questions simply with words that mean exactly
what they say.

“Doubts are the ants in the pants of faith,” wrote Fre-
derick Buechner. “They keep it awake and moving.”
This runs contrary to most people’s assumptions about
doubt—that questioning your faith proves you're a
weak Christian. But when we have doubts about some-
thing, we're forced to examine its truthfulness and con-
sider how much of ourselves we wish to invest in it. If
we (and our children) are going to truly own our be-
liefs, we must critically evaluate them first. Ages 6 to 8

Children this age begin to distinguish between fan-
tasy and reality and begin to use logical thinking.
Give them answers that allow them to use these

skills; otherwise, they’ll get frustrated.

Teaching your children that it’s okay to express doubts
and ask questions is crucial for their faith development.
“When the doubts get ignored, it could eventually re-
sult in serious skepticism of one’s worldview and per-
sonal faith,” says professor Dean Hardy. Use these tips

to help kids wonder and open up: Ages 9 to 12

Older children tend to question some basic beliefs

Don’t feel threatened when children want to
ask questions. These queries help kids verbalize their
doubts. View tough questions not as a sign of rebellion

they previously accepted. They want to explore an
issue from many perspectives. Share your own
doubts and help kids find a niche to put their faith

into action.

MidWay New Year Kick-Off
Wednesday, January 6 — 6:30-8:00
K-5th grade

Wednesday night is packed with fun experiences
as kids get to spend time with friends. Playing
games, participating in small groups, music and
large group teaching times are all part of this fun
connection.

Don't miss out on this amazing opportunity to
learn about Jesus ... invite a friend!

but as opportunities to teach and learn.

Listen intently, and don’t shame kids for asking
questions. Reflect on what children say and affirm
their feelings with phrases such as “You seem afraid”
or “You look like you have a question.”

Make your family a “safe zone.” Foster attitudes
that say it’s okay to question and doubt. That will en-
courage children to feel free to think critically and expl-
ore honestly.

When Doubts Arise

In 1 "INFANT & BABY NURSERY CALENDAR”

I (Master Books), Ken Ham 8:30 Service 11:00 Service
and Britt Beemer explore the epidemic of young people
leaving the traditional church in droves. They cite a ||1/3
George Barna study showing that 61% of young adults || 1/10 Marilou K. Debbie W.
had been churched at one point during their teen years || 1/17
but are now spiritually disengaged. They also discov- || 1/24 Pam F.
ered that of young adults who no longer believe that || 1/31

all the Bible accounts are true:
e 40% first had doubts in middle school.
e 449% first had doubts in high school.
e 11% first had doubts in college.

“Toddler Nursery Caregiver” - Lenia Liden
15 Months—2 1/2 Years Old

"21/2 — 4 YEAR OLD CLASS CALENDAR”

Ask God: 8:30 Service 11:00 Service
1. To help your children know it’s okay to have ques-
tions. 1/ 3
1/10 Paula W. Kara D. Kelly V.
2. To help you be a good listener when kids share 1/17
their doubts. 1/24
1/31 Leiscia C.

3. To reassure your whole family of God’s presence
and love.




QUEST Classes for Qdults

Journeying with Joshua: The book of Joshua stands as a bridge between
the Pentateuch (writings of Moses) and the rest of Scripture. Joshua walked
into the pages of history at a crucial moment. God had promised Abraham that
his descendants would inhabit the land of Canaan. Moses had led Israel out of
Egypt, received the ten commandments and led the people to the edge of the
promised land. Then Joshua assumed leadership. How were they to conquer
the promised land? How did Israel understand its relationship with God?
What impact would that have on later generations? The book highlights the
characters and events as they proceed and reveals the unchanging realities of
God’s dealing with his people. (Music room, Deirdre Banks & Fran Anderson)

""Mere Christianity" will consider the evidences for the Christian faith as
put forth by one of the most renowned authors of the 20th Century, C.S.
Lewis. In view of our Advance's admonition to provide "dynamic discipleship
training”, this class will be focused to answer questions for two types of
people: those who have personally wrestled with difficult philosophical or
scientific challenges to their faith; and those who have not been so disturbed,
but who wish to improve their ability to present Christian truths to their non-
religiously oriented colleagues. (Sanctuary, Cliff Rice)

Active Parenting Class: Appropriate for all ages, focused on parenting
kids age 5-12. Learn to help your kids grow in cooperation, responsibility,
kindness, and to do the right thing, even when no one’s watching; $15 to cover
cost of book requested. (Conf. Room, Kit Taylor)

Supper Time!

We are changing Simple Summer Suppers to Simple Suppers. This is a
wonderful opportunity for our congregation to fellowship and we don’t want to
limit it to just the summer. We’ll kick the year off by hosting the first Simple
Supper of the year at the church on January 17th. We’ll show a movie and
serve movie fare (hot dogs, pizza, nachos, popcorn and candy). The doors
open at 5 p.m. and the movie starts at 5:30 p.m. The movie should end no later
than 7:30 p.m.

Then, it will be your turn to host a Simple Supper in your home. Sign ups
will be in the Resource Room. Your Simple Supper doesn’t have to be a
supper; it can be a brunch or a lunch. Just let us know the number of people
you feel comfortable hosting in your home. It can be a small group of just
adults or a larger group with children also welcome. The host will provide the
main dish and the guests bring a side dish. This is also a great time to
introduce your FCC guests to your family, neighbors, co-workers, or
friends. If you would like to host a simple supper during the months of
January, February, March or April, contact Susan Delemeester at 577-9469 or
email her at sand@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Stats

Total needed weekly for 2009 General Fund budget = $10,539

Date Attend. General Fund | Building Fund DeGs:?/?r?éed
November 22 279 6269 220 479
November 29 277 8555 195 1746
December 6 328 17270 820 963
December 13 295 9890 100 493
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Alyssa Coburn
Jean Rash

Drew Hines

Lyda Graser
Nico Leeper

Lee Ribal

Marge St. Thomas
Sarah Bostock
Jane Brown

Dan Hallock
Joshua Peterson
Amaryllis Green
Jerry Brown
Jessie Bowman
Drew Logue

Tom Stebbins
Brawny Bronson
Wanda Sunter
Leiscia Chadwick
Wally Helbig
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JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
15 Greg & Julie Nichols (2000)
15 Lee & Peggy Rogers (1961)

)

If we don't have your anniversary
or birthday listed, please let us
know so we can include your
special dates!
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Missionol Moments — Veritas in Qetion

Joe Narvaez

Joe’s Clothes:

I want to thank all of the faithful FCC family who have been providing clean used clothing and costume jewelry for
D&D Missionary Homes in Lealman. This clothing is made available to missionary families who are staying in the 52
homes on the D&D property. Our collection point is the open trunk of my car on the second Sunday of each month. A
sign designates it as the drop off point. God bless FCC family for turning compassion into action!

Carrington Nursing Home:

Special thanks and blessings for the ladies of the Thursday Women’s Bible Study. Debbie Bennett and her class
provided 46 hand made Christmas cards for residents of Carrington. All cards reflected FCC as the sending church.
Ladies, | thank you again for your thoughtfulness!

Haven of Rest Rescue Mission:

Thanks to Ernie Hassell for providing a devotional message to the homeless men and women on the fourth Saturday
of December. | would also like to thank Carl Mostellar and Jim Nash for their messages in October and November.
The listeners are always quiet and respectful and | know seeds have been planted in the hearts of some. Guys, thanks
for living out your faith.

Pregnancy Center of Pinellas:

The Pregnancy Center has recently sent information regarding their annual “Walk for Life.” This year the walk will
be on May 8th, the day before Mother’s Day. | will be one of FCC’s liaisons, along with Rick and Leslie Vasbinder.
We would like to have at least one more FCC volunteer on our team. If you are interested, speak to the Vasbinders or
me. Remember, May 8th is just around the corner.

Good Samaritan Mission:

The Pryme Tymers are planning once again to be the leadership for the “Backpack Project” at Faith Covenant in
late summer. This provides backpacks filled with school supplies for migrant farmworkers’ children. Last year Good
Samaritan in southern Hillsborough county gave out over 800 backpacks to needy children.

The project consists of the following:

1) Help and encouragement to raise needed funds.

2) Filling backpacks with school supplies.

3) Delivery of backpacks to Good Samaritan

4) Participation in activities at the mission the day of distribution.

Ministry Needs Help!

| pray that some member or attender at FCC who has a computer and is computer savvy would use their knowledge
to locate one or more “Children’s Homes,” formerly known as orphanages. | hope to contact them, visit them and see
how our ministry could bless them. Note: In all our activities | tell the recipient organization that they will be blessed,

but that | want our FCC volunteers to also be blessed for their
compassionate outreach.

Good News Jail and Prison Ministry:

In our Men and Boys’ Breakfast in November, Pastor Dan and Pastor
Herb, chaplains at the 49th St. jail, spoke of their duties and interaction with
the prisoners. We were also informed that they were starting a “Mentoring
Project” for men leaving the jail, but who were still responsible to the
system.

On Saturday, December 19th, a meeting was held at Anona United
Methodist Church on Indian Rocks Road. Those in attendance were given
rules, regulations and the do’s and don’ts of mentoring. Our own Bob Petit
was there to learn how to be a mentor. Congratulations, Bob, we know that

with the Lord’s leading you will do a great job. “Even though the last meeting was an
eternity, Sam, we'll continue to call
“Be ye doers of the Word...”” James 1:22 this report the minutes.”




Couneil Updote
Four new council members were voted in at the Annual Meeting Part 1 on
December 6th: Gail Lancaster, Dan Leeper, Mike McDonald and Gil Ribal
We appreciate everyone who agreed to be on the ballot for their willingness
to serve the church in this way. Please pray for the new council as they lead the
church in the coming year, for their wisdom, time and for their families.

Women's Ministry
Tracey Cronkite

e On January 9th, there will be a Women's Ministry Brunch, 10:00 am to
11:30 am. Please plan to join us for food, fellowship and fun. All you have
to bring is your appetite; we are providing the brunch items. Please sign up
in the resource room and check if you need childcare.

e A POP-Inis coming soon (late January/early February).
e Sign up if you would like to be on the Tea Committee.

e It's not too late to sign up for Triennial X111, this July in
Washington, DC!

e The Women’s Thursday morning Bible study will start Beth Moore’s newly
updated “Breaking Free, the Journey, the Stories” on January 14th, 9:15-
11:30 a.m. This is an 11-week study. Contact Debbie Bennett at 526-9768
or shirel9@msn.com or Shelly Hines at 522-9012 if you’re interested.

Local Missions
Jane Lenhart

Purses of Love: We want to thank Susie Lesh who organized the Purses of
Love and to thank all who donated purses containing special, personal items for
the women of CASA. These women arrive at CASA with virtually nothing and
what a blessing it is to receive a purse filled with needed items such as a pen,
small notebook, tissues, key tag, wallet, hand sanitizer, lotion, chap stick, Bible
verses and a hand-written note of encouragement, just to mention a few. These
purses are a first step in moving forward in their lives. Thank you!

St. Pete Free Clinic: A heartfelt "thank you" goes out to all who helped in
distributing food baskets to the needy for the Thanksgiving holiday. "Time" and
a "smile" are precious gifts to give. Thank you!

Picnic in the Park: Come on out and see what's cooking on Wednesday
nights from 5:30 to 6:30, starting January 6th. Fellowship with the friends you
love and meet new friends from the neighborhood. If you would like to donate
some food or a prepared dish, please just bring it on out; we rarely have
leftovers. If you have a heart to serve occasionally or once a month, please call
Gail Lancaster, 692-0776, for more information.

We also want to Praise God for the many people who help with this ministry
each week/month. You are a BLESSING to our church and community. We
also give thanks to God for the wonderful stove donated last month. Bless You!

Kentucky Mountain Dental Mission: Nestled in the Kentucky mountains,
Youth Haven Bible Camp will host a dental mission which provides free dental
care to a mountain community with great needs. Over the course of three days,
March 20-22, over 200 people will be cared for both physically and spiritually.
If you are a dental professional or one who would like to help out in some other
way at the camp, please contact Jane Lenhart, 432-3272, for information. We
pray God would raise up more skilled volunteers, so we can serve more people
and more will meet Jesus.
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With Love and
Sympathy

Shirley B. Waller went to be
with the Lord on Friday, Nov-
ember 27th, 2009. A member of
Faith Covenant Church since
1982, Shirley is survived by a
sister, four children, 13 grand-
children, a great-grandchild, and
a host of friends.

Thank you, friends, for your
help in Shirley’s last weeks with
meals, flowers, prayers, rides to
the hospital and many other
kindnesses.

Leona “Petie” Fleming
passed away on December 8th,
2009, after a battle with cancer.
Petie and her husband Carl
“Buddy” Fleming were at their
summer home during her illness.

9408 Atwood Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23503

We are confident, | say, and
willing rather to be absent from
the body, and to be present with

the Lord.
(2 Corinthians 5:8)

Thank You!

Thanks to your generosity,
Faith Covenant provided 106
shoebox gifts for Operation
Christmas Child.

Also, almost $2,000 was
contributed to Covenant World
Relief, not including those gifts
sent directly to CWR
headquarters in Chicago.

(YRR
= Giving
Statements

The 2009 giving statements
will be available by the Resource
Room in mid-January. If you do
not find yours, please let the
church office know, 525-1699.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
S 1 2
- . . . . * |
Ring out the old. Ring in the new. Ring out the false. \\. Happy New Year!
Ring in the true. Ring out sorrow, pain and care.
Ring in happiness everywhere. &‘

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
8:30 & 11am, Worship 9am, PT’sB'fastat | 5:30 pm, Picnicinthe | 6:15am, Men’s Bible Study; 10 am, Women’s
& Communion; Denny's; Park; 7 pm, Calendar Meeting (council, Brunch
9:45 am, Sun. Sch.; 9:15 am, Staff 6:30 pm, Midway, staff & ministry leaders)

Meeting; WIRED, RLC resume

7 pm, High School

Big Games (& )
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
8:30 & 11 am, Worship; 9:15 am, Staff 5:30 pm, Picnicinthe | 6:15 am, Men’s Bible Study; Newsletter 8 a.m. M&BB;
Joe's Clothes; Meeting; Park; 9:15 am, Women'’s Bible Study; deadline 11 am, Baby
9:45 pm, Sun. Sch.; 10 am, PT's Bible 6:30 pm, Midway, 7:30 p.m., Choir Practice Shower for Melissa
12:15 pm, SWAT Study ; WIRED, RLC Howard at the
Meeting; 7 pm, High School & Leepers
5 p.m., Sr. Puppets Fraze Small Groups
17 8 19 20 21 22 A
8:30 & 11am, Worship; 9:15 am, Staff 5:30 pm, Picnicinthe | 6:15 am, Men’s Bible Study; 1 p.m., Haven of
9:45 am, Sun. Sch.; Meeting; Park; 9:15 am, Women'’s Bible Study; Rest Rescue
12:15 pm, MS/HS 6:30 p.m., Council; 6:30 pm, Midway, 7:30 p.m., Choir Mission
Parents Meeting; 7 pm, High School WIRED, RLC
2 pm, Carrington Small Groups
Nursing Home;
5 p.m., Simple Supper
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
8:30 & 11am, Worship; 9:15 am, Staff 5:30 pm, Picnicinthe | 6:15 am, Men’s Bible Study;
9:45 am, Sun. Sch.; Meeting; Park; 9:15 am, Women'’s Bible Study;

5 p.m., Sr. Puppets

7 pm, High School
Worship; Fraze group

6:30 pm, Midway,
WIRED, RLC

7:30 p.m., Choir

31

8:30 & 11am, Worship;
9:45 am, Sun. Sch.

5 p.m., Sr. Puppets;;

7 p.m., Annual Meeting
Part 2
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